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Legislature’s activity over time
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WHAT’S NEXT



88TH TEXAS LEGISLATURE

• NOVEMBER 8: GENERAL ELECTION

• NOVEMBER 14: FIRST BILLS MAY BE FILED

• EARLY JANUARY: COMPTROLLER PROVIDES BIENNIAL REVENUE 
ESTIMATE (~JANUARY 11)

• JANUARY 10: 88TH LEGISLATURE CONVENES

• JANUARY: OATH OF OFFICE, SPEAKER ELECTION, GOVERNOR’S STATE 
OF THE STATE, COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

• MARCH 10: LAST DAY TO FILE (MOST) BILLS

• MAY 29: SINE DIE



FORECASTED PRIORITIES

• SURPLUS: $27 BILLION (!)

• PROPERTY TAX RELIEF

• RUSSIA DIVESTMENT

• OPERATION LONE STAR

• ABORTION LAW

• ELECTRIC GRID

• BROADBAND EXPANSION

• SOCIAL ISSUES 



SELECTED LEGISLATION



HB 445 by Rep. Schofield

Requires ballot in bond election to detail projects to be 
funded, amount for each. Prohibits expenditures on 
projects beyond voter approved amount and transfer of 
funds between projects. Grants voters injunctive relief. 
Heard in House Committee 4/19.



HB 1489 by Rep. Tepper

Under current law a certificate of obligation may be 
issued for a public work, an undefined term. HB 1489 
would define a public work and authorize a county to 
issue only in response to a public health emergency, 
declared disaster, or lawsuit. Heard in House 
Committee 4/5.



House Joint Resolution 109 by Rep. Burns

Proposes a constitutional amendment to eliminate the 
office of county treasurer in Somervell County. Heard 
by House Committee on County Affairs 4/19.



Senate Joint Resolution 28 by Sen. Middleton

Proposes a constitutional amendment to eliminate the 
office of county treasurer in Galveston County. Referred 
to House Committee on County Affairs 4/12; identical 
companion, HJR 134, approved by same committee 
4/26.



Senate Bill 175 by Sen. Middleton

Would prohibit the expenditure of public funds on 
anyone required to register as a lobbyist with the Texas 
Ethics Commission or for the payment of dues to a 
nonprofit state association who contracts with one, 
such as TAC or TACA. Referred to House Committee on 
State Affairs 4/13.



HB 2014 by Rep. Leach

Would raise jury pay on first day from $6 to $20; state 
would newly reimburse first day, at $14. Would raise, 
from $40 to $58, jury pay for subsequent days; state 
currently reimburses subsequent days at $34/ea.—this 
bill would raise reimbursement to $52/day. Received in 
the Senate 5/1.



House Bill 537 by Rep. Wu

Requires governmental entities to make records relating to 
an internal audit available to the public on request and to 
post the final audit reports within 30 days of completion on 
a publicly accessible website. Failure to comply without 
good cause subjects the governmental entity to liability to 
the requestor for expenses incurred attempting to access 
the records, including attorney fees. Maintains current law’s 
protection for audit working papers. Considered in 
Calendars 4/13.



House Bill 458 by Rep. Craddick

Would require the Texas Juvenile Justice Department to 
take custody of a youth committed to TJJD within 30 
days or compensate the county for the cost of 
detention for the 31st and subsequent days. Referred 
to Senate Committee on Criminal Justice 4/24.



RESOURCES



Texas Legislature Online
capitol.texas.gov



Legislative Reference Library
lrl.texas.gov





EMAIL AURORAF@COUNTY.ORG OR KELSEYB@COUNTY.ORG

mailto:AURORAF@COUNTY.ORG
mailto:KELSEYB@COUNTY.ORG




Call or email me :]

 

  
PETE WINCKLER 
Legislative Consultant 
Texas Association of Counties 
petew@county.org  | www.county.org 
Toll Free: (800) 456-5974 
Office: (512) 478-8753 
Cell: (512) 350-6890 

 

1210 San Antonio Street | Austin, TX 78701 
The mission of the Texas Association of Counties is to unite counties to achieve better solutions. 





Q & A
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